
ThemeThemeThemeTheme
Central idea of a work of literature.Central idea of a work of literature.
A A theme can usually be expressed as a theme can usually be expressed as a 

generalization or general statement aboutgeneralization or general statement aboutgeneralization, or general statement, about generalization, or general statement, about 
people or life.  The theme may be stated directly people or life.  The theme may be stated directly 
by the writer although it is more often presented by the writer although it is more often presented y g py g p
indirectly.  When the theme is stated indirectly, indirectly.  When the theme is stated indirectly, 
the reader must figure out the theme by looking the reader must figure out the theme by looking 
carefully at what the work reveals about thecarefully at what the work reveals about thecarefully at what the work reveals about the carefully at what the work reveals about the 
people or about life.people or about life.


