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MLA Practice

1. Is copying just a sentence or two without crediting a source plagiarism?

2. Is it OK to paraphrase what another has written without correctly citing the author?

3. Is it OK to use information or ideas without crediting the source if the exact words are not used?

4. Do you need to give a source for commonly known facts such as the capital of a state or country?

5. Can you use parts of a friend's paper as your own if he or she says it's OK?

Examine each of the following pairs carefully. Indicate the passage that handles MLA in-text citations 

correctly.

6)      _____

a.       In "Death and Justice," Edward Koch, former mayor of New York City argues that "life is 

precious, and . . . the death penalty helps to affirm this fact (857)."

b.      In "Death and Justice," Edward Koch, former mayor of New York City, argues that "life is 

precious, and . . . the death penalty helps to affirm this fact" (857).

7)      ______

a.       “Arguing about whether nontraditional families deserve pity or tolerance is a little like the 

medieval debate about left-handedness as a mark of the devil" (Kingsolver 168).

b.      Kingsolver points out that "arguing about whether nontraditional families deserve pity or 

tolerance is a little like the medieval debate about left-handedness as a mark of the devil" (168).

8) The title at the top of the page on which you list your citations should look like the

following:

a) “Works Cited”                 c) Works Cited

b ) W orks Cited                 d) WORKS CITED

9) The following accurately describes the way one should space citation entries:

a) Single space entries, first line indented            c)single space entries, no indentation

b) Double space entries, no indentation               d) Double Spaced, hanging indent

10) How should a citation page be organized?

a) Alphabetically

b) By how often it is cited in the paper

c) As a numbered list

How would an internal citation (a citation within the text) look for the following works:

11) A quote from page 14 of the following book:

Barton, David. Literacy: An Introduction to the Ecology of Written Language. Oxford:

Blackwell, 1994.

a) (Barton, 14)                     c) (Barton, David, 14)

b) (Barton 14)                      d) (Literacy 14)

12) A paraphrase from the following website:

“Screaming Japanese Schoolgirls Overturn Greenspan’s Bus.” The Onion 37.36. 10

October 2001. <http://www.theonion.com>.

a) (The Onion)                                                      c) (Screaming Japanese Schoolgirls)

b) (“Screaming Japanese Schoolgirls”)             d) (www.theonion.com)


