The Odyssey

as told by Homer
translated by
Robert Fitzgerald

English I

Zeus from Otricali, 3CAD. Photo & Maicar Farlag - GhiL.

O

"Now I will avow that men call me Odysseus, Sacker of Cities,

Laertes' son, a Prince of the Achaeans," said the Wanderer.
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Sequel to the lliad (900 and 700 BC)

Mhelliad focuses on the days toward the end of theiTrojan
War (mid 1200s BC)

MhelOdyssey focuses on one of the soldiersiwhoifoughtiin
thellnojan Warn returning home 19 years afterthe

lihellliadlandithe Odysseyitogethenwere considered|sacred
tolthelGreeks=muchilikeithelBib/eitolmanyipeopleltoday’

NeithebookskwereloniginallyAwrnitten
wereloniginallylrecited




1. GREECE IS CIRCLED
2.~ EUROPE IS LIGHT GREEN
3. 'GREECE IS DARK GREEN
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The Trojan War

. King Menelaus’ wife Helen (the face that launchedia
thousand ships) left him for the young Prince Paris of Troy.

o8 Greeks attacked Troy

sl Agamemnon, brother of Menelaus, led the siege.

ol Odysseusi(main characterin the Odyssey)was anotherhero
ofgthelwar:
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Anothedhero¥Achillesidied|injthelfinallyeaofithejwar:
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Odysseus:

ol Greatisoldier. of the war:

ol @riginallyitriedito get out of going to thelwan—
pretendediheiwas crazy,

B Camelupiwithitheiwooden:horseitrickithatileadito

oJlNhel@dysseylisithelaccountiofi@dysseusdjolineylhome
aftegthelwar:




The Trojan Horse
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What is an epic?

An Epiciis a long narrative poem
iTells'about the adventures of a hero

ihellliad/andithe Odyssey.were used in schoolstoiteachiGree

vintues:

oA\Values: hospitality, intelligence; respectifomthe
godsiloyaltyitolhomelandifamily;

oBViajorfaultsddisrespectiforthelgods)ilackiofihospitalityfexcessive

lliadjisithelprimanyimodeliforepiciofiwar




ic is also appli




history.

elReflectsithe values ofithe societyifrom
whichitheyloriginate
ohlonelisiusually/grand
elbieroesiandladventunesiappeamlanges
thanllife




e Characteristics of an E‘C‘ ke

O )’n medias res (Latin for “it begins in the
ofithings”), then flashes back to explain action
up to that point

el Begins \with an invocation or prayer to a god or

sFAlwaysibegins with a statement of theme

ol Contains'many, epithets
eBContainsilong, formal speechesiby.many.




Superhuman
‘ -
During quest,
goes through
On a quest for trials and
tribulations in

something of
great value . order to achieve
his goal

e]fe
" Hero

Villains try to
keep the hero

Of mixed divine
from his quest

and human birth

Has a tragic flaw
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via j@T Plot Sty

Story in Ithaca about Odysseus’ wife and son as they await his
return (called the Telemachy)

Tale of Odysseus’ wanderings during the ten years following
the Trojan War

Merging of the strands when Odysseus returns to Ithaca and

- joins forces with his son, Telemachus, to destroy their enemies




What Is a Vlyih?

It usually 1€
fthe culture, or a natural
snomenon

hideals with humans and the unkno
s.and gods




el Relates: how the world began and how humans and
animals were created along with certain customs

eBEmphasized the weakness of humans: cruelty, greediand
pride;ishowed human feelings.

elGreekilViythology,
SINolrevelations:lofispiritualiteachings;/Pre-Christianfera
SiPolytheisticibelieflorworshipiofimoreithanionejgodita
combinationlofimanyitribes/myths
SlCitiesidevoteditolonelonmanyiGodsibuildtemplesfand
hadlpriestsitolprotectiifestivalsioracles




¢ Long narrative poem about the deeds of an epic hero

Epic Hero

¢ The central figure of an epic
e Actions are inspiring or noble

Epic Simile/Homeric Simile

e An ELABORATE comparison of unlike subjects

Tragic Flaw

e A weakness in the hero’s character

Symbolism

* Frequent use of words, places, characters, or objects that mean something beyond what they are on a literal
level

lrony

e Indicating through character or plot development an intention or attitude opposite to that which is actually
stated




Imagery

e The "mental pictures" that readers experience with a passage of literature
e Often appeals to senses

Foreshadowing

e Hints of future events in a piece of literature

Flashback

e Writers’ technique in which the author interrupts the plot of the story to
recreate an incident of an earlier time (goes back in time; like giving the reader
a memory).

In Media res

e The classical tradition of opening an epic not in the chronological point at which
the sequence of events would start, but rather at the midway point of the story.




