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Documentary Film
1. What is a 

“Documentary”?
• Content

• Elements

• Approaches

• Style

• Purpose

Content

• Presumably non-fiction

• Show and TellShow and Tell.

Elements
• Archival Materials

• Film/video clips
• Photographs
• Documentsocu e ts

• Interviews
• Subjects
• Witnesses
• Experts

• Footage shot for the Documentary
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Approaches
• Poetic
• Expository
• Participatory• Participatory
• Observational
• Dramatic

Style
•• Overall lookOverall look

•• Titles/LayoutTitles/Layout
•• LightingLightingLightingLighting
•• Tone and PaceTone and Pace
•• Degree of ConsistencyDegree of Consistency

•• Organization Organization -- how you tell how you tell 
the storythe story


